Current State Statutes
& Resolutions

FLORIDA
Section 1. Section 784.081 Florida Statutes is amended to read: Assault or battery on specified officials or employees; reclassification of offenses.
(1) For purposes of this section, the term "sports official" means any person who serves as a referee, an umpire, or a linesman, and any person who serves in a similar capacity as a sports official who may be known by another title, which sports official is duly registered by or is a member of a local, state, regional, or national organization that is engaged in part in providing education and training to sports officials.
(2) Whenever a person is charged with committing an assault or aggravated assault or a battery or aggravated battery upon a sports official when the person committing the offense knows or has reason to know the identity or position or employment of the victim, the offense for which the person is charged shall be reclassified as follows:

a) In the case of aggravated battery, from a felony of the second degree to a felony of the first degree.
b) In the case of aggravated assault, from felony of the third degree to a felony of the second degree.
c) In the case of battery, from the misdemeanor of the first degree to a felony of the third degree.
d) In the case of assault, from a misdemeanor of the second degree to a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(3) An assault, aggravated assault, battery or aggravated battery upon a sports official shall be reclassified pursuant to subsection (2) only if such offense is committed upon the sports official when he or she is actively participating as a sports official in an athletic contest or immediately following such a contest. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2004.

